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self as excluded, he was ever after less fond of her conversation.
Others say, that the women of this country having1 always been ex-
tremely addicted to the enthusiastic Orphic rites, and the wild wor-
ship of Bacchus (upon which account they were called Clodones, and
Mimallones), imitated in many things the practices of the Edonian
and Thracian women about Mount Hsenius, from whom the word
threskeuein seems to have been derived, as a special term for super-
fluous and over-curious forms of adoration; and that Olympias, zeal-
ously affecting these fanatical and enthusiastic inspirations, to per-
form them with more barbaric dread, was wont in the dances proper
to these ceremonies to have great tame serpents about her, which
sometimes creeping- out of the ivy in the mystic fans, sometimes wind-
ing" themselves about the sacred spears, and the women's chaplets*
made a spectacle which men could not look upon without terror.
Philip, after this vision, sent Chaeron of Megalopolis to consult the
oracle of Apollo at Delphi, by which he was commanded to perform
sacrifice, and henceforth pay particular honor, above all other
gods, to Ammon; and was told he should one day lose that eye with
which he presumed to peep through the chink of the door, when lie
saw the god, under the form of a serpent, in the company of his wife,
Eratosthenes says that Olympias, when she attended Alexander on
his way to the army in his first expedition, told him the secret of his
birth, and bade him behave himself with courage suitable to his divine
extraction. Others again affirm that she wholly disclaimed any pre-
tensions of the kind, and was wont to say, "When, will Alexander
leave off slandering nie to Juno?''
Alexander was born the sixth of Hecatombason, which month the
Macedonians call Lous, the same day that the temple of Diana at
Ephesus was burned; which Hegesias of Magnesia makes the occa-
sion of a conceit, frigid enough to have stopped the conflagration.
The temple, he says,, took fire and was burned while its mistress was
absent, assisting at the birth of Alexander. And all the Eastern
soothsayers who happened to be then at Ephesus, looking upon the
ruin of this temple to be the forerunner of some other calamity, ran
about the town, beating their faces, and crying that this day had
brought forth something that would prove fatal and destructive to all
Asia.
Just after Philip had taken Potidaea, he received these three mess-
ages at one time, that Parmenio had overthrown the Illyrians in a
great battle, that his race-horse had won the course at the Olympic
games, and that his wife had given birth to Alexander; with which
being naturally well pleased, as an addition to his satisfaction, he
was assured by the diviners that a son, whose birth was accompanied
with three such successes, could not fail of being invincible.
The statues that gave the best representation of Alexander's per-